
Summary 

Board Bill Number 82  

Committee Substitute 

Introduced by Alderman Joseph Vaccaro 

September 16, 2022 

 

The proposed bill is recommended by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, and appropriates 

a portion of funds received under the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Pub. L. No. 117-2 

(March 11, 2021) (ARPA), and authorizes certain expenditures of such funds, to the extent 

received for the implementation of an emergency vehicle traffic signal preemption system to 

enable emergency vehicles to request preemption of traffic signals on route to the destination to 

provide green lights for approaching emergency vehicles and move traffic lines through the signals 

in front of emergency vehicles; authorizing contracts and other documents to expend the funds, to 

the extent received; containing a severability clause; and containing an emergency clause. 

 

 



 

Page 1 of 4 

Board Bill Number 82 

Committee Substitute  
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BOARD BILL NUMBER 82 COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE INTRODUCED BY 

ALDERMAN JOSEPH VACCARO/ ALDERWOMAN SHARON TYUS/ 

ALDERWOMAN DWINDERLIN EVANS/ ALDERMAN BRANDON BOSLEY/ 

ALDERWOMAN ANNE SCHWEITZER/ ALDERWOMAN TINA PIHL/ 

ALDERWOMAN PAMELA BOYD  

 

An ordinance recommended by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment appropriating a portion 1 

of funds received under the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Pub. L. No. 117-2 (March 11, 2 

2021) (ARPA), authorizing certain expenditures of such funds, to the extent received for the 3 

implementation of an emergency vehicle traffic signal preemption system to enable emergency 4 

vehicles to request preemption of traffic signals on route to the destination to provide green lights 5 

for approaching emergency vehicles and move traffic lines through the signals in front of 6 

emergency vehicles; authorizing contracts and other documents to expend the funds, to the extent 7 

received; containing a severability clause; and containing an emergency clause. 8 

WHEREAS, the City of St. Louis has received Four Hundred Ninety-Eight Million 9 

Seventy-Six  Thousand Fifty-Four Dollars ($498,076,054.00) from the Federal Government 10 

pursuant to the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. Pub. L. No. 117-2, § 9901 (the “Coronavirus 11 

Local Fiscal Recovery Funds”); and  12 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 health emergency caused a decline in revenue needed to 13 

maintain vital public services; and 14 

WHEREAS, the implementation of an emergency vehicle traffic signal preemption system 15 

to enable emergency vehicles to request preemption of traffic signals on route to their destination 16 

to provide green lights for approaching emergency vehicles and move traffic lines through the 17 

signals in front of emergency vehicles will provide an overall improvement in response times for 18 
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emergency responders and improved safety for emergency responders, motorists, and pedestrians; 1 

and 2 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 has impacted and highlighted the critical need make necessary 3 

investments in broadband infrastructure and technology improvements, which have been shown 4 

to be critical for work, education, healthcare, and civic participation during the public health 5 

emergency; and 6 

WHEREAS, Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds awarded under the American 7 

Rescue Plan Act may be used “(A) to respond to the public health emergency with respect to the 8 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) or its negative economic impacts, including assistance to 9 

households, small businesses, and nonprofits, or aid to impacted industries such as tourism, travel, 10 

and hospitality; (B) to respond to workers performing essential work during the COVID–19 public 11 

health emergency by providing premium pay to eligible workers of the metropolitan city, 12 

nonentitlement unit of local government, or county that are performing such essential work, or by 13 

providing grants to eligible employers that have eligible workers who perform essential work; (C) 14 

for the provision of government services to the extent of the reduction in revenue of such 15 

metropolitan city, nonentitlement unit of local government, or county due to the COVID–19 public 16 

health emergency relative to revenues collected in the most recent full fiscal year of the 17 

metropolitan city, nonentitlement unit of local government, or county prior to the emergency; or 18 

(D) to make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure”; and 19 

WHEREAS, the use of the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds must adhere to 20 

Federal guidance that has been and will be issued and the City’s associated requirements; and  21 
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WHEREAS, there is an immediate and urgent need to meet the public health, economic, 1 

and public safety crises as quickly and effectively as possible. 2 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS, AS FOLLOWS: 3 

SECTION ONE.     There is hereby appropriated the sum of Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000.00) 4 

of the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds to the Board of Public Service for the 5 

implementation of an emergency vehicle traffic signal preemption system to enable emergency 6 

vehicles to request preemption of traffic signals on route to the destination to provide green lights 7 

for approaching emergency vehicles and move traffic lines through the signals in front of 8 

emergency vehicles.  The President of the Board of Public Service, or their designee, is hereby 9 

authorized to make, negotiate, and execute any and all contracts or other documents on behalf of 10 

the City to expend such funds, and to expend such funds on behalf of the City for the 11 

implementation of an emergency vehicle traffic signal preemption system in the City of St. Louis 12 

substantially in accordance with this Section One.  The Comptroller is authorized and directed to 13 

issue warrants upon the City Treasury for payment of all expenditures authorized in this Section 14 

provided that such warrants do not exceed the total amount of funds appropriated by this Section. 15 

DEPARTMENT PROGRAM TITLE APPROPRIATION 

Board of Public 

Service 

Emergency Vehicle Traffic Signal 

Preemption System Implementation 

$10,000,000 

 

SECTION TWO.     Severability Clause.      It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Board 16 

of Aldermen that each and every part, section and subsection of this Ordinance shall be separate 17 

and severable from each and every other part, section and subsection hereof and that the Board of 18 

Aldermen intends to adopt each said part, section and subsection separately and independently of 19 
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any other part, section and subsection. In the event that any part, section or subsection of this 1 

Ordinance shall be determined to be or to have been unlawful or unconstitutional, the remaining 2 

parts, sections and subsections shall be and remain in full force and effect, unless the court making 3 

such finding shall determine that the valid portions standing alone are incomplete and are incapable 4 

of being executed in accord with the legislative intent.  5 

SECTION THREE.    Emergency Clause.     Delay in receipt and appropriation of these monies 6 

will increase threats to the public health and welfare by causing delay in responding to the fiscal 7 

and other impacts caused by the COVID-19 crisis. This being an ordinance providing for the 8 

immediate preservation of public peace, health or safety, and providing for public work or 9 

improvements and repairs thereof, it is hereby declared to be an emergency measure within the 10 

meaning of Sections 19 and 20 of Article IV of the Charter of the City of St. Louis and therefore 11 

this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 12 



 

(01/2017) 

BOARD BILL NUMBER 82  

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE  

 

FISCAL NOTE 

 

Preparer’s Name         

 

Phone Number or Email Address (will be available publicly)     

 

Bill Sponsor Joseph Vaccaro 

 

Bill Synopsis: Board Bill 82 directs the Director of Streets to implement an 

emergency vehicle traffic signal preemption system to allow the 

preemption of the normal operation of traffic signals in the path of 

emergency vehicles, halting conflicting traffic and allowing 

emergency vehicles the right of way. 

Type of Impact: Financial and administrative 

Agencies Affected: Department of Public Safety and Department of Streets 

 

SECTION A 

Does this bill authorize: 

 

• An expansion of services which entails additional costs beyond that approved in the current 

adopted city budget.         X  Yes  __ No 

 

• An undertaking of a new service for which no funding is provided in the current adopted city 

budget.         X  Yes  __ No 

 

• A commitment of city funding in the future under certain specified conditions?    

           X  Yes     __No 

 

• An issuance of bonds, notes and lease-purchase agreements which may require additional 

funding beyond that approved in the current adopted city budget.     X  Yes      __ No 

 

• An execution or initiation of an activity as a result of federal or state mandates or requirements.  

         __  Yes       X  No 
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• A capital improvement project that increases operating costs over the current adopted city 

budget.             X  Yes       __ No 

 

• A capital improvement project that requires funding not approved in the current adopted city 

budget or that will require funding in future years?     X  Yes       __ No 

 

If the answer is yes to any of the above questions, then a fiscal note must be attached to the 

board bill. Complete Section B of the form below. 

 

SECTION B 

 

• Does the bill require the construction of any new physical facilities?  ____Yes   X  No 

 

o If yes, describe the facilities and provide the estimated cost: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Is the bill estimated to have a direct fiscal impact on any city department or office? 

X  Yes  ____No 

 

o If yes, explain the impact and the estimated cost: 

The system would be installed and operated under supervision of the Department 

of Streets and Department of Public Safety. 

 

• Does the bill create a program or administrative subdivision?    ____Yes  _X  

No 

 

o If yes, then is there a similar existing program or administrative subdivision?  

____Yes ____No 

o If yes, explain the how the proposed programs or administrative subdivisions may 

overlap: 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Describe the annual operating, equipment, and maintenance costs that would result from the 

proposed bill, as well as any funding sources: 
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The cost of hardware and software, and system installation for initial implementation 

of an emergency vehicle traffic signal preemption system is estimated to be 

$10,000,000.00.  This includes the installation of the necessary equipment at traffic 

signals and in emergency response vehicles, the central operation of the system, and 

initial subscriptions for cell services.  Future costs will include subscriptions for cell 

services and may include software and equipment updates.  This estimate is based on 

the information and rough estimates provided by emergency vehicle traffic signal 

preemption system providers 

 

Complete the chart below to list the total estimated expenditures required of the City resulting 

from the proposed board bill and any estimated savings or additional revenue. 

 

Financial Estimate of Impact on General Fund 

Fiscal Impact Year 1 (current)  Year 2   Year 3   

Additional Expenditures  $10,000,000 Unknown Unknown 

Additional Revenue $0   

Net    

Financial Estimate of Impact on Special Funds 

Fiscal Impact Year 1 (current)  Year 2   Year 3   

Additional Expenditures     

Additional Revenue    

Net    

 

• Describe any assumptions used in preparing this fiscal note: 

The forgoing is based on information and rough estimates provided by emergency 

vehicle preemption system providers. 

 

• List any sources of information (including any City officials, agencies, or departments) used 

in preparing this fiscal note: 

Emergency vehicle preemption system providers. 

 

• Have the financial estimates of this bill been verified by the City Budget Division? 

____Yes  X  No 

 

o If yes, by whom? _______________________________ .  
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